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(57) ABSTRACT
Systems and methods for identifying a fault in an electrical
distribution system may include capturing an image of a
corona event associated with a component of the electrical
distribution system and processing the image of the corona
event to identify the center and boundary of the corona
event. An overlay for display with the image of the corona
event may be generated, where the overlay identifying at
least a center of the corona event and may be displayed to
a user via a user interface device. In some cases, an
unmanned aerial vehicle may comprise one or more image
sensors capable of capturing the image of the corona event
and communicate the images to a remote device for pro-
cessing and display to the user. The image captured by the
image sensors may include an ultraviolet image, a visible
spectrum image, an infrared image, or a combination of
image types.
13 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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IMAGE-BASED LOCALIZATION OF
ULTRAVIOLET CORONA
STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT
The invention described herein was made in the perfor-
mance of work under a NASA contract and by an employee
of the United States Government and is subject to the
provisions of Public Law 96-517 (35 U.S.C. § 202) and may
be manufactured and used by or for the Government for
governmental purposes without the payment of any royalties
thereon or therefore. In accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 202, the
contractor elected not to retain title.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
In electrical power transmission systems, great care is
taken to avoid possible configurations (e.g., sharp protru-
sions on structures that are on or near high voltage conduc-
tors) that may cause a local concentration (e.g., a high
electrical potential point) of electric field that may exceed
the threshold for coronal discharge. Electron avalanches that
may result from such high-potential points may produce,
such as via impact ionization and subsequent recombination
of atmospheric plasma, an ultraviolet (UV) photon spray or
coronal discharge. While most coronas are benign, some
may be indicative of severe degradation of equipment that
would require immediate attention. As such, procedures that
may be used locate, diagnose, and classify coronas are often
considered to be a useful component of a transmission line
inspection process. However, such processes may often be
used infrequently for cost reasons (e.g., human inspection of
UV-band imagery, etc.) and/or difficulty of image capture,
particularly in remote locations. As such, a need has been
recognized for a lower cost image generation system and/or
an automated image analysis system to allow for more
frequent inspection of power transmission infrastructure.
BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
The present invention relates to monitoring of electron
cascades from electrical discharge which produce secondary
emissions from atmospheric plasma in the ultraviolet band.
In some cases, such as for a single point of discharge, these
emissions may exhibit identifiable discharge morphology
that may be analyzed to identify latent information about the
discharge location. Morphological processing may be used
to determine the discharge location, which may be used to
diagnose problems in large, or small, electrical systems
One embodiment of the invention is a method for iden-
tifying a fault in an electrical distribution system may
include capturing an image of a corona event associated with
a component of the electrical distribution system and pro-
cessing the image of the corona event to identify the center
and boundary of the corona event. An overlay for display
with the image of the corona event may be generated, where
the overlay identifying at least a center of the corona event
and may be displayed to a user via a user interface device.
In some cases, an unmanned aerial vehicle may comprise
one or more image sensors capable of capturing the image
of the corona event and communicate the images to a remote
device for processing and display to the user. The image
captured by the image sensors may include an ultraviolet
image, a visible spectrum image, an infrared image, or a
combination of image types.
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These and other features, advantages, and objects of the
present invention will be further understood and appreciated
by those skilled in the art by reference to the following
specification, claims, and appended drawings.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS
FIG. 1 shows an illustrative block diagram of an electric
10 power transmission system being monitored for faults
according to aspects of the disclosure;
FIGS. 2A, 213, 2C, 2D, 2E and 2F show illustrative
images captured of coronal events and illustrative images to
be shown to a user via a user interface device according to
15 aspects of the disclosure;
FIG. 3 shows illustrative images that may be captured
using one or more different imaging devices according to
aspects of the disclosure;
FIGS. 4A, 413, 4C, 4D and 4E show images captured and
20 processed during prototype testing according to aspects of
this disclosure;
FIG. 5 shows an illustrative flow diagram of a method 500
of processing and presenting images of captured corona
events to a user according to aspects of the disclosure;
25 FIGS. 6A, 613, and 6C show images associated with a
relative location determination of dual corona events accord-
ing to aspects of the disclosure;
FIGS. 7A and 7B show illustrative images captured of
transmission line configurations;
30 FIG. 8 shows an illustrative UAV equipped with one or
more UV detection devices according to aspects of this
disclosure; and
FIGS. 9A and 9B show illustrative images captured of a
corona event moving along an electrical transmission line.
35
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION
For purposes of description herein, the terms "upper,"
40 "lower," "right," "left," "rear," "front," "vertical," "horizon-
tal," and derivatives thereof shall relate to the invention as
oriented in FIG. 1. However, it is to be understood that the
invention may assume various alternative orientations and
step sequences, except where expressly specified to the
45 contrary. It is also to be understood that the specific devices
and processes illustrated in the attached drawings, and
described in the following specification, are simply exem-
plary embodiments of the inventive concepts defined in the
appended claims. Hence, specific dimensions and other
50 physical characteristics relating to the embodiments dis-
closed herein are not to be considered as limiting, unless the
claims expressly state otherwise.
As shown in FIG. 1, an electrical power transmission
system 100 may include a long distances of electric power
55 lines 110 (e.g., transmission lines, overhead lines, etc.) held
aloft by a plurality of transmission line towers 120 to
provide electrical power between an electrical power gen-
eration system 130 (e.g., a power station, a renewable energy
electrical power source, etc.) and users (e.g., residents of the
60 city 140) of the electrical power (e.g., a city, a home,
roadway systems, airports, electric vehicle systems such as
an electric-powered commuter train system, etc.). The elec-
trical power transmission system may include one or more
public infrastructure elements (e.g., trolleys, electric loco-
65 motives, levees, bridges, dams, and the like) and/or public
infrastructure elements (e.g., the transmission lines 110,
cargo ports, rail lines, rail yards, pipelines, roadways, and
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the like). In many cases, the electric power lines 110 may
traverse populated areas, such as the city 140, and lesser
populated areas 145 (e.g., unincorporated land, forests,
parklands, wilderness areas, and/or the like). The electrical
power transmission line system may also include other 5
structures or installations in use to facilitate electrical power
transmission from an electrical power supplier to a user of
electrical energy, such as substations, pole transformers, etc.
In an illustrative example, the electric power transmission
system may be configured such that an electrical power io
generation system 130 may generate electrical energy that
may provide electrical energy to the electric power grid. In
many cases, transformers at a generation plant may be used
to increase the voltage up to a particular transmission
voltage (e.g., 69 W, 115 kV, 230 W, 500 W, 765 W, etc.) 15
for transmission over high-voltage transmission lines, such
as for transmission over longer distances. One or more
electrical substations may include transformers to reduce
electrical energy down to a lower voltage (e.g., 69 W, 34 W,
etc.) for high volume delivery over shorter distances such as 20
to large industrial users who may use their own substation to
convert electric power to voltages usable within an industrial
complex. In some cases, a local distribution substation may
reduce electric energy to voltage levels (e.g., 480V, 240V,
120V, etc.) typically used by lower volume users (e.g., 25
homes, schools, small businesses, farms, etc.). Due to the
large area covered and the number of components installed
as part of the electrical power transmission system 100,
faults are likely to occur and disrupt delivery of electrical
power. For example, a fault, such as a short between 30
voltages of different potentials (e.g., line to ground, phase to
phase, etc.) may occur due to one or causes such as fatigue,
external forces (e.g., fallen limb, animal interaction, etc.)
forces of nature (wind, flood, etc.). In many cases, a fault on
the electrical power transmission system 100 may be indi- 35
cated by a corona 150.
As such, monitoring and detection of electrical faults,
such as electrical faults that may be indicated by the corona
150, may be difficult because the complete electrical power
transmission system 100 is complex and may cover an 40
extremely large area cannot be visually monitored continu-
ously. In person inspection is cost-prohibitive as large num-
bers of individuals would need to be employed and equipped
to monitor portions of the transmission line system. As such,
a need has been recognized for a lower cost image genera- 45
tion system and/or an automated image analysis system to
allow for more frequent inspection of power transmission
infrastructure. For example, a cost-efficient automated or
semi-automated system and method for providing inspection
of the electrical power transmission system 100 may be 50
made possible through the use of low-cost image capture
and automated image analysis of the captured images, such
as by using an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) 160, 170
equipped with an imaging device 180 (e.g., a still camera, a
video camera, a photodetector, etc.) capable of capturing 55
images in the visible light spectrum, infrared spectrum,
ultraviolet spectrum and/or through the use of other imaging
devices (e.g., a light detection and ranging (LIDAR) device.
In some cases, one or more imaging devices 180 may be
located in a fixed location, or a location having a limited 60
range of movement such as to monitor areas in which a UAV
or other vehicle-based imaging system may not be capable
of easily capturing a usable image. FIG. 3 shows illustrative
images that may be captured using one or more different
imaging devices including infrared, ultraviolet, visible light 65
and LIDAR based imaging devices, or a combination of
devices (e.g., combined UV and visible light images, etc.).
4
For example image 310 is an image captured using an
infrared imaging device and image 320 corresponds to an
image including information captured using a visible light
imaging device and an ultraviolet light imaging device.
In an illustrative example, a UAV may be equipped with
a UV imaging device which may or may not be combined
with the use of a visible light imaging device. UV imaging
devices may have a maximum UV sensitivity of between
1.0x10-1$ W/cm2 to about 3x10-" W/cm2. In some cases,
the imaging device may provide "solar blind" and/or "night
mode" operating modes to overcome ambient UV light (e.g.,
sunlight intensity, etc.). The UV imaging devices may be
capable of detecting a minimum UV discharge from about
1.5 pC at 8 meters to 1 pC at 10 meters to about 3 pC at 20
meters. In some cases, an imaging device may have a first
minimum discharge detection level in a solar blind operation
mode (e.g., 3 pC at 20 meters) and a second minimum
detection level in night mode operation (e.g., 0.75 pC at 10
meters). The values given are illustrative values and are not
meant to be limiting in any way. Further, the imaging
devices may have a defined field of view based on the
configuration of the imaging device, where the field of view
may be between about 5.0°x3.75° and 8.0°x6.0°. In some
cases, an imaging device's field of view may change based
on an image capture mode. For example, an imaging device
may have a first field of view for a first operating mode (e.g.,
5.0°x3.75°) and a second field of view for a second oper-
ating mode (e.g., 10.0°x7.5°). In some cases, an operating
mode may correspond to a single image capture type (e.g.,
UV, IR, visible spectrum, etc.) or a combined operating
mode, such as a combined IR and visible light capturing
mode). Resolution of the images may vary based on a size
of a captured image (e.g., selected based on available
memory resources) and/or on physical limitations of the
image sensors and/or filters (e.g., a "honeycomb" image
intensifier) being used. In certain applications, such as
applications designed to meet cost, size and/or weight
requirements, a photodiode (e.g., a UV photodiode may be
used to capture a UV image, such as by using a miniature-
sized UAV, such as UAV 160, where larger devices, or more
devices may be installed on a larger scale UAV, such as UAV
170. The UV photodiode may be installed for vertical or
horizontal viewing, where the associated field of view may
differ based on the orientation of the UV photodiode when
installed.
Transmission line towers 120 may utilize one of many
designs (e.g., lattice type structures, single columnar struc-
tures, double columnar structures, H-type frame structures,
guyed V-type structures, guyed Y-type structures, etc.). The
transmission lines 110 may be insulated from the transmis-
sion line towers 120 through the use of electrical insulators
(e.g., ceramic insulators, etc.) the type, number and size of
the insulators used in a particular system may be dependent
upon the associated voltage of the electrical power being
transmitted over a particular length of the electrical power
lines. In general, the design of the electrical power trans-
mission system may be chosen, over a particular distance,
based on the character of the line route, right of way,
mechanical loading factors, required clearances, the sup-
porting structure types, grade of construction, a conductor
size or material type, types of insulators, joint use by
multiple utilities, and/or other such factors. In some cases,
use of a particular tower type, insulator type, number of
insulators and the like may provide insight into a voltage
associated with the electrical power being transmitted at a
particular location. This information may, in some cases, be
used when analyzing captured coronal events.
US 10,171,756 B2
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The dielectric response to a high electric (E) field is a
complex, multi-regime phenomenon, particularly when the
field arises from an alternating (e.g., 60 Hz) source. In some
cases, cathodal and/or anodal coronas may initiate, propa-
gate and extinguish in each positive and negative half-cycle
of alternation. This disclosure describes a process where
morphological processing may be used to automate ultra-
violet-band (UV-band) corona analysis in the static dis-
charge regime in which the dielectric is air and in which the
field gradient is insufficient, for a fixed source-to-sink dis-
tance, to produce spark-over or conductive shorting. In an
illustrative example, coronal ionization and/or recombina-
tion sites decrease monotonically with distance r from the
initiation point. Further, in a planar projection into the
viewport of a UV imager, the photon distribution of the
coronal ionization appears as a solid ball of emission in the
nucleus and as a speckled halo in the periphery.
Since the peripheral emission sites appear as "blobs" with
an area much smaller than the center site, a simple erode-
AND operation may be used to extract the center. However,
in electrical inspection, visible-band imagery may be used to
determine the corona cause, often with respect to the context
of the corona. For example, when located adjacent to a
high-voltage conductor, surface conditions in the area sur-
rounding the corona center are often of diagnostic value. As
such, methods that remove information about the corona
radius may be used but, in some cases, are of limited utility.
As discussed in more detail below, the methods and systems
discussed herein may be used to determine the corona center,
to determine the entire extent of the corona emission image,
or both determine the corona center and the extent of the
corona emission image.
In an illustrative example, a first center-finding method
may use temporal averaging to accomplish, via a time
domain, an analog to spatial erosion method, such as the one
illustrated in "New corona ultraviolet detection system and
fault location method" by B. Hu, L-X. Ma, S-7 Yuan, and B.
Yang, in Electricity Distribution (CICED), 2012 China Inter-
national Conference on, (IEEE, 2012), pp. 1-4, which is
included herein in its entirety, but particularly for the
description of an analog to spatial erosion method in the time
domain. In general, such as for common camera settings,
averaging frames over I second of 30 fps video may be
sufficient to robustly lower the average intensity of periph-
eral emission sites, but other such averaging and/or video
playback speeds may be used. Here, a blob test based on area
and circularity may be followed by a persistence threshold
0 removes all sites except the center, and uniquely identifies
the center coordinates.
C(x y) [Area[I(x y)]>Am,,,}>0 (1)
If the UV imager viewport is not stable, this method may
suffer from distortions.
A second center-finding method may be used to count the
number of maxima of image intensity after Gaussian blur-
ring,
C(x, y) = max [G, (x, y) ® l (x, y)] (2)
x,y
by increasing kernel width a until the count stabilizes to one
such that the maximum may be taken as the center of the
corona. A related center-finding method conditions the
increase in a on locational stability of maxima. However, at
T
low a, this method may falsely reports maxima at each site
of peripheral emission, if the corona nucleus is not in the
field of view.
Corona extent varies with the gain of the UV imager
s multichannel plate. To diagnostically determine a discharge
location, human inspectors may i) start with a relatively high
gain to find discharge figures, ii) lower the gain to remove
stray ambient emissions and, if a characteristic radial mor-
phology is recognized, iii) center the camera view on the
io coronal nucleus, and iv) lower the gain further until only the
center is visible and take a snapshot in the visible band with
the UV nucleus overlaid. This sequence may be based on the
broadly reliable assumption that the corona nucleus is coin-
cident with the high E field initiation point of the discharge,
15 which effectively pinpoints the center within a diagnostic
context.
To derive a computational basis with which to mimic the
third and fourth steps of this behavior, an intermediate
representation of corona morphology was created by apply-
20 ing a series of difference of box (DoB) filters with increasing
size d, centered at the corona nucleus, as shown in FIGS.
2A-2F. In this representation, if the DoB is balanced and the
UV image is binary, the shape of the DoB score through
scale indicates discharge isolation and morphological coher-
25 ence. The positive extent of the DoB (as shown in the inner
or solid boxes 220 in FIGS. 2A-2F is a suitable frame for a
detail snapshot in the visible band, while the negative extent
(e.g., outer or dashed boxes 230 in FIGS. 2A-2F) frames the
contextual snapshot and can be used to prompt an operator
30 to zoom out to capture the full diagnostic context, as shown
in FIG. 2C.
To handle multiple coronas in a frame, if the area calcu-
lated using equation (1) or the value of the identified center
intensity 240 calculated using equation (2), after zeroing the
35 pixel values of the positive portion of the DoB; solid in
FIGS. 2A-2F) is above the value expected for a corona
nucleus, we repeat the DoB extent determination (FIGS. 2D,
2E). In general, FIG. 2A shows two illustrative examples of
UV corona discharge imagery captured at midrange camera
40 gain in gray scale. FIGS. 213-2F show illustrative DoB
overlays of greyscale corona image, at the left) and scale
space representation on the right. If the score is monotonic
increasing as illustrated in FIGS. 2B and 2C, or nearly so as
in FIG. 2D, a single visible-band image may be suff cient to
45 document the discharge. In cases of multiple coronas, well-
separated coronas may have a smooth but modal score
through a scale space as shown in FIG. 2E, while the score
may vary erratically through scale space for ambient emis-
sion or peripheral corona spray as shown in FIG. 2F. As
50 such, through interpretation, either visually by a user, and/or
via automated image analysis processes, a fault type and/or
size can be identified, while the location can be determined
based on a location of the camera when the corona image
was captured.
55 Returning to FIG. 1, and as discussed above, the systems
and methods discussed herein may be used to automate, or
at least partially automate, infrastructure and/or power line
inspections. By using UAVs equipped with one or more
imaging or sensing devices, such as visible light cameras,
60 UV cameras, UV photodetectors, IR cameras, IR photode-
tectors, and other similar imaging devices, inspections of
large-scale electrical power transmission systems 100 may
be performed to provide faster response to power outages,
better prevention of electrical distribution network failures,
65 allow for safer operation by reducing or at least limiting
dangerous tasks, and may also provide cost reductions by
reducing an amount of required user interaction. For
US 10,171,756 B2
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example, one or more sensors and/or cameras (e.g., a still
image camera, a video image camera, etc.) may be used to
capture images (e.g., still images, video images, etc.) as the
camera traverses components of the electrical power trans-
mission system 100, such as by using the UAV 160, 170.
Each camera or sensor may have a field of view in which
images of electrical distribution system components may be
captured. The images may be processed, at least partially,
via a computing device installed on the UAV or may be
communicated to a remote computing device for analysis,
such as via one or more wireless communication links (e.g.,
communication link 195) to an access point 190 of commu-
nications network, such as a telecommunications system, a
cellular communication system, a wide area network
(WAN), a local area network (LAN) and/or via other such
wireless communication systems. Using image processing
techniques discussed in relation to FIGS. 2A-2F, the com-
puting devices may process the received images and/or
videos to identify a location and/or type of problem captured
at the remote location. For example, the UAV may also
include a location sensing device (e.g., a GPS device, a
cellular model, etc.) that may be used to locate the geo-
graphical location of the UAV in relation to the electrical
power distribution system. This location information, when
combined with a signal indicating an orientation of the UAV
device with respect to the image, can be used to determine
the location of a captured electrical fault, such as corona
150, may be determined. In many cases, at least portion of
the image analysis and location detection processes may be
automated with the results being communicated via an alert
message to a user.
FIGS. 4A-4E show images captured and processed during
prototype testing according to aspects of this disclosure.
FIGS. 4A-D show gray-scale images used during the image
processing process. For example, FIG. 4A shows a gray-
scale visible light image with a UV image overlay, where the
images are being used as an input to the image processing
system. FIG. 4B shows a gray scale UV image taken from
a UV video channel upon which the image analysis system
has included an overlay (e.g., a circle) to identify a center of
the captured corona. FIG. 4C shows a gray scale UV image
of the captured corona with an overlay marking the identi-
fied boundaries of the corona, where the central box iden-
tifies a close-up inspection video and the outer box indicates
an image area for use in providing the reviewer with context
for the image. FIG. 4D shows an application of the overlay
of FIG. 4C being applied to the gray scale of the combined
visible light and UV image of FIG. 4A. FIG. 4E shows an
illustrative corona on a transmission line as captured by a
UAV, where this image combines a visible light image of the
electrical transmission line, a UV image overlay capturing
the UV emissions of the corona and an overlay including the
inspection area and the contextual area as discussed in
reference to FIG. 4C.
FIG. 5 shows an illustrative flow diagram of a method 500
of processing and presenting images of captured corona
events to a user. For example, at 510 one or more cameras
or image sensors 180 installed on a UAV 160, 170, or
otherwise positioned to capture a corona event in an elec-
trical distribution system, may capture one or more still
images and/or video images of a corona event. In some
cases, a UAV 160, 170 may include a processor that may
analyze an input signal to determine whether a corona event
has occurred, such as by detecting UV light generated by the
corona event. In some cases, a determination may be made
when a UV light level has been detected to exceed a
predetermined threshold value (e.g., 10% greater than ambi-
8
ent UV levels, etc.). Once a corona event has been captured,
the UAV 160, 170 may communicate the one or more
captured images or videos to a remote computing system via
the wireless communication link 195, at 520. In some cases,
5 at least a portion of the images may be processed locally to
the UAV 160, 170, such as to convert the image to gray
scale, identify a center of a corona event, and modify the
rotation of the image based on an orientation of the UAV
160, 170 before communication occurs. In some cases, the
10 
one or more images may be communicated without or with
minimal processing. In some cases, geographic location
information, UAV orientation information and the like may
be communicated via the wireless link 195 in addition to the
15 one or more images.
Once the images and/or the additional information is
received at the remote computing device, the images may be
processed. For example, if not already performed remotely,
the computing device may convert the raw images into gray
20 scale images at 530. In some cases, one or more filters may
be applied to generate a "clean" image of the corona event
or otherwise minimize noise in the original image. At 540,
the computing device may process the images, based on
equations 1 or 2, as discussed above, to identify a center of
25 the captured corona, such as by using a UV image of the
corona event. In some cases, the computing device may
identify a number of corona events in an image. When
multiple coronas are identified, the computing device may
identify a center of each of the corona events. Once the
30 center of the captured corona event has been identified, the
computing device may process one or more algorithms to
identify a boundary of the corona(s) at 540. Once the
boundaries and the center(s) of the coronas have been
identified, at 550 the computing device may generate one or
35 more overlays that may be applied to the captured and/or
processed images to be displayed on a user display device to
a user at 560. The overlays may provide an indication of a
center of a corona event, a boundary of a corona event,
and/or one or more commands that may be available to a
40 user, such as by indicating a level to which the image may
be enlarged or a portion of an image that may be enlarged.
In some cases, an image presented to a user may include a
still image with the overlay and/or a link to a video of a
captured corona event. In some cases, geographic location
45 information associated with the corona event may be pre-
sented to the user via the user interface. In some cases, the
overlay information may be configured to be selectable
viewable or hidden based on user input in a still image, a
video, or both.
50 FIGS. 6A-6C show images associated with a relative
location determination of dual corona events according to
aspects of this disclosure. For example, FIG. 6A shows a
dual corona with the processing overlay along with a scale
space view having a particular shape representative of the
55 location of the centers of the dual corona event with respect
to the camera location (e.g., UAV location). FIG. 6B shows
a dual corona with the processing overlay along with a scale
space view having a particular shape representative of the
location of the centers of the dual corona event with respect
60 to the camera location (e.g., UAV location), where the
location of the camera relative to the corona event is too far
for separate identification of each corona to be possible.
FIG. 6C shows a dual corona with the processing overlay
along with a scale space view having a particular shape
65 representative of the location of the centers of the dual
corona event with respect to the camera location (e.g., UAV
location), where the location of the camera relative to the
US 10,171,756 B2
9
corona event is located relatively close (e.g., closer than the
image shown in FIG. 6A) enabling separate identification of
each corona.
Electrical transmission lines may be supplied in multiple
configurations depending on the location and/or use of the
equipment at that particular location. As such, views cap-
tured via a camera may not always provide a view that is
easily understood, by a human or through computer analysis.
For example, FIG. 7A shows images corresponding to
transmission line images that may be processed relatively
easily to determine a size and/or location of a corona event.
FIG. 713, on the other hand, show images where multiple
devices and/or lines are shown in a same image, thus making
location of a particular corona event more difficult without
additional image analysis processing and/or human inter-
pretation to further identify the physical configuration of the
electrical transmission line components.
FIG. 8 shows an illustrative UAV equipped with one or
more UV detection devices according to aspects of this
disclosure. In some cases, the UAV illustrated in FIG. 8 may
correspond the one or more of the UAVs shown in FIG. 1,
such as UAV 160. Here, the UAV may be configured with
one or more UV photodetectors 1, 2, 3 arranged in an array
along an axis of the UAV. In the illustrative case, the UV
photodetectors 1-3 are arranged along the direction of travel
of the UAV. In doing so, the signal strength detected by each
of the UV photodetectors 1-3 may allow determination of a
location of the corona event with respect to the direction of
travel of the UAV and the geographic location of the UAV
at the time of image capture, particularly when multiple
images have been sequentially captured.
FIGS. 9A and 9B show illustrative images representative
of captured of a fixed corona event while a camera is moving
along an electrical transmission line. In some cases, a
camera may be configured to take a video or, as illustrated
here, a single snapshot with long persistence of a corona
event moving along an electrical transmission line. In some
cases, the camera may be configured to automatically cap-
ture such images upon detection of a corona event. The
images shown in FIG. 9A show a corona event marked with
an ` x' in composite UV and visual spectrum images. Image
processing that may be done, either remotely or at the UAV
device, may include Video stabilization which may allow for
tracking of detected UV blobs. Note that the top image of
FIG. 9B has been rotated so the pole in the two images has
roughly the same angle. Additionally, a computing device
may process the images to remove the background and/or to
remove visual effects resulting from camera motion. For
example, the bottom image the detected corona blobs from
every frame of a video or series of still images that have been
stabilized and superimposed on each other. In the instant
case, the horizontal stabilization is almost perfect. The
vertical movement is due to parallax, i.e., the background
seems to move faster that the conductor since it is further
away, which is an artifact resulting from the movement of
the camera as the image was taken. Also, the circles in the
bottom image show two desired camera snapshot frames. In
some cases, the image processing may allow for zoom in and
zoom out processing. Further, to ensure more robust opera-
tion, a UV camera having separate UV and visible video
streams may be used.
What is claimed is:
1. A method for identifying a fault in an electrical distri-
bution system using an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), the
method comprising:
10
capturing an ultraviolet (UV) corona emission image of a
corona event, the corona event being associated with a
component of the electrical distribution system;
processing the UV corona emission image of the corona
5 event to identify a center and a boundary of the UV
corona emission image, the identified center being a
UV nucleus of the UV corona emission image and the
boundary demarcating an extent of the UV corona
emission image;
10 capturing an image of the corona event in the visible band
of the electromagnetic spectrum, such that the captured
image includes the identified center of the UV emission
image; and
generating and displaying an overlay on the captured
15 image of the corona event, the displayed overlay iden-
tifying the center and the boundary of the UV corona
emission image.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the captured image of
the corona event in the visible band comprises a video.
20 3. The method of claim 1, wherein processing the UV
corona emission image of the corona event comprises:
processing the UV corona emission image using temporal
averaging using a spatial erosion method, wherein the
temporal averaging comprises averaging frames over 1
25 second.
4. The method of claim 1, comprising: determining the
boundary of the corona event based on a series of difference
of box (DoB) filters having an increasing size and being
centered at the center of the corona event.
30 5. The method of claim 1, comprising:
communicating, via a wireless communication link, the
UV corona emission image of the corona event from a
vehicle adjacent to the component of the electrical
distribution system experiencing the corona event to a
35 remote computing system to perform the processing
and generating steps.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the processing step is
performed by a processor associated with a vehicle adjacent
to the component of the electrical distribution system expe-
4o riencing the corona event; and
communicating the processed image, via a wireless com-
munication network, to a remote computing device for
display to a user.
7. The method of claim 1, wherein processing the UV
45 corona emission image of the corona event includes count-
ing a number of maxima of image intensity after Gaussian
blurring.
8. A system comprising:
an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) configured to travel
50 adjacent to components of an electrical distribution
network;
one or more non-transitory memory devices;
at least one ultraviolet (UV) image sensor connected to
the UAV;
55 at least one visible band image sensor;
a first processor communicatively coupled to the at least
one UV image sensor and the one or more memory
devices, wherein the first processor executes computer
executable instructions that, when executed, cause the
60 first processor to:
capture, via the at least one UV image sensor, an
ultraviolet (UV) corona emission image of a corona
event associated with at least one of the components
of the electrical distribution network;
65 capture an image of the corona event in the visible band
of the electromagnetic spectrum using the at least
one visible band image sensor;
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store the captured UV corona emission image and the
captured visible band image of the corona event in
the non-transitory memory device; and
communicate, via a wireless communication link, the
UV corona emission image and the captured visible
band image of the corona event to a remote com-
puting device; and
the remote computing device comprising a second pro-
cessor, wherein the second processor executes com-
puter executable instructions that, when executed,
cause the second processor to:
process the UV corona emission image to identify,
based on a first image processing algorithm, a center
of the corona event, the identified center being a UV
nucleus of the UV corona emission image;
identify, based on a second image processing algo-
rithm, a boundary of the corona event, the boundary
demarcating an extent of the UV corona emission
image; and
generate and display an overlay on the captured image
of the corona event, the displayed overlay identify-
ing the center and the boundary of the UV corona
emission image.
9. The system of claim 8, wherein the image of the corona
event in the visible band comprises a video.
10. The system of claim 8, wherein the second processor
executes computer further executable instructions that, when
executed, cause the second processor to:
12
process the UV corona emission image of the corona
event using temporal averaging based on a spatial
erosion method, wherein the temporal averaging com-
prises averaging frames over 1 second.
5 11. The system of claim 8, wherein the second processor
executes computer further executable instructions that, when
executed, cause the second processor to:
determine the boundary of the UV corona emission based
on a series of difference of box (DoB) filters having an
10 increasing size and being centered at the identified
center.
12. The system of claim 8, wherein the UAV further
comprises a geographic location determination device con-
15 figured to determine a location of the UAV when the UV
corona emission image was captured, wherein the first
processor executes computer executable instructions that,
when executed, cause the first processor to:
communicate, via the communication link, information
identifying the location of the UAV when the UV
20 corona emission image was captured.
13. The system of claim 8, wherein the second processor
executes computer further executable instructions that, when
executed, cause the second processor to:
process the UV corona emission image of the corona
25 
event by counting a number of maxima of image
intensity after Gaussian blurring.
